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Girafie-shaped musical
money boxes to the tune of
2 million 1s a pretty tall orde

in any neck % of the woods
Except Il for TCID.

We’ve had to alter some of th
details, because one thing that TCI
guarantees is total confidentiali
At TCID we specialise in providin.
businessmen with up-to-the-minute, prof
sional advice on potential customers an
associates. Both here in Hong Kong and in
4 other major world marke
I As part of The Hongkong B
specifications, and do it on time, was & “ Group, with its 900 branches in 53 countrie
proving more difficult than he had g TCID are in the ideal position to han
first imagined. L anything from a simple banker’s opinio
After weeks of exhausting -\ to solving more involved proble
enquiries, his problems were finally like sourcing the best manufactur
solved when he contacted TCID. or distributor for your nee
The Trade and Credit Information | The TCID’s services are totall
Department. FRE.
Being Hong Kong’s premier Contact us through any branch
business information service, with over \ any member of The Hongkon
twenty years local and international Bank Group, or phon
experience behind us, we were soon 5-26773
- able to put him in touch with exactly the We'll help you to make the b

When a South American banker
decided to improve his bank’s image
by giving his customers free
money boxes, Hong Kong was
the obvious place to have them
manufactured.

But finding a manufac-
turer who could make two million
of them to his very exacting

right people to solve his manufacturing of your opportunities in Ho

and shipping problems. Kong and around the worl
All in a days work for TCID.

And certainly one of most interesting of S

the many enquiries that we get every day @

from around the world. The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporatiol
You may find it hard to beheve Trade and Credit Information Department

but this is an almost true story. Head Office: 1 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.
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Chamber in Action

Extracts from the Director’s monthly report on recent activities of
the Chamber.

Marden Takes on Chairmanship, Tang Vice-Chairmanship

Growth at Kwai Chung — Short and Long Term

Kwai Chung container port terminal operators have submitted pre-
liminary recommendations to the Government for the expansion by
private enterprise of the port following a consultants’ report that
said congestion was threatening its efficiency.

Handicapped Win Gold Medals — Now Look for Local

Support

Community Sports, a registered voluntary charity, is building a
sports centre for the handicapped at Ma Cho Lung in the New
Territories and is mounting a campaign to raise $1-2 million to pay
off residual costs.

It is also looking for firms that organise recreation for their staffs
to join in using the centre so it can meet monthly recurrent costs.

Big Games Events at Shatin.

FERIT Ferrets Out Villains on the High Seas —
Seminar on Maritime Fraud

An international maritime fraud convention, similar to the con-
vention that enables hi-jackers of aircraft to be prosecuted in the
countries where they are caught, could help combat a persistent
problem that plagues the business world.

Fishing-boat Building Yards Face a Shake-up

The fishing-boat building industry on the Aplichau side of Aberdeen
harbour faces a shake-up this year. The move necessitates an injec-
tion of new capital and the yards, to maintain their economic via-
bility, may have to upgrade their standards and business practices.
That could have an impact on the whole fishing industry where total
production declined last year.

In Tray

Trade in Progress
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FOR EMPLOYERS:

A NEW FUND
A NEW WAY

The GUARDIAN POOLED FUND for
Retirement Benefits is now available.
For further details, without obligation,
please contact Guardian Assurance
Company Limited at the following
address.

Guardian Assurance Company Limited,
Swire House, 16th Floor, Hong Kong.
Telephone: 5-264301




Finance

The January/March income expendi-
ture accounts show a deficit for the
three months of approx. $130,000
somewhat smaller than that budgetted.
The Chamber’s financial situation re-
mains sound,

Membership

Total membership at the end of April
was 2,666 compared to 2,523 at the
same time last year. Recruitment
efforts made in the past three months
have resulted in an average of 32 new
members joining the Chamber each
month. A particularly successful cam-
paign was carried out in February
aimed at non-member companies using
Chamber services. 87 new members
were recruited in a single campaign.

in April, two further campaigns were
carried out aiming at French and
Swedish companies. Another cam-
paign, again aiming at non-member
certification service users will be
carried out shortly and in view of our
success with this kind of exercise, we
shall probably repeat quite frequently.

Annual General Meeting

The 1982 AGM took place at the
Mandarin Hotel on 19th April. 126
representatives from 110 companies
attended the meeting. Mr. John
Marden, CBE, MA, JP, Chairman of
the Wheelock Marden Group and Mr.
Jack C. Tang, OBE, Managing Director
of the South Sea Textile Manufacturing
Co., Ltd. were elected Chairman and
Vice-Chairman of the General Com-
mittee,

Computerization

Phase IV — Trade Enquiries System —
of the Chamber Computerization Pro-
gramme has been completed and
brought into use successfully. Since
the beginning of April, the Chamber
has made use of the computer to pro-
cess all specific trade enquiries from
overseas and many local enquiries.
This new system has greatly reduced

the time required in processing an
enquiry and provides a more accurate
and fairer distribution of enquiries
among interested companies. An
addressograph is linked to the com-
puter permitting very speedy selection
of addressees and mailing of docu-
ments,

| am sure that it is with some relief
that Chartered On Line Ltd. have com-
pleted their work with the Chamber.
They have had to put up with a great
deal of chopping and changing of
systems and programmes as we have
learned the hard way that the computer
will only do what is asked of it. If you
don’t ask nicely, you don’t get what
you want !

Our thanks are due to C.O.L. for their

patience and willing help, all with a

smile.
The Computer Section is now develop-
ing the mailing system and the classifi-
cation of specialized services which we
are making available on a fee charging
basis.

Africa Area Committee

The Committee met on 1st April to
discuss the current import restrictions
in Nigeria. It was decided that the
Chamber should consult the TDC as to
whether the proposed joint mission to
Africa in May should be postponed.
Subsequently, the mission was re-
scheduled for August.

East Europe Area Committee

In view of the relative inactivity of the
East European markets and in line
with Chamber policy not to retain
committees which do not have a func-
tion, the East Europe Area Committee
was disbanded. This decision was
endorsed by the General Committee at
its meeting on 2nd April.

Ad Hoc Committee on the Civil
Service

Mr. JW. Chambers, the Secretary
General of the Standing Commission
on the Civil Service attended a meeting

The Chamber
in Action

These two pages summarise for
members” information recent activities
of the Chamber. These are extracts
from the Director’s monthly reports
issued to General and other committee
members.

of the Committee on 15th April and
briefed members on the present work
of the Commission. Following the
meeting, a review of the various points
brought up by the Committee was
compiled and was circulated to mem-
bers for comments before passing to
the Commission. Members are aware
that the Chamber Ad Hoc Government
and the Standing Commission on Civil
Service, regularly exchanging views on
matters of mutual concern and submit-
ting comment and proposals formally
when necessary.

Central & South America

A mission to Central & South America
scheduled for June was cancelled in
view of the recent developments in the
region. The decision was reached after
lengthy discussion with the partici-
pants. However, this project will be
reactivated when circumstances permit.

Australia

The selling mission to Australia re-
turned to Hong Kong on 31st March
after a 3-week tour of Brisbane,
Sydney and Melbourne. Firm orders
of HK$500,000 were received by
mission members and further contracts
worth HK$2.5 million were under
negotiation.

West Europe

A buying and selling mission led by
Mr. W.S. Chan, Senior Trade Manager,
completed a successful 3-week tour of
London, Barcelona, Stuttgart and Paris
and returned to Hong Kong on 1st
April. The business result was good
despite difficult trading conditions all
over Europe. Orders worth HK$12
million were concluded and a further
HK$22 million worth of business is
in the pipeline.

Consular Corps Luncheon

Organised by Sonny,Castro, Social
Secretary, the annual Consular Corps
Lunch was held successfully on 8th
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Where teamwork and experience count

GEC Hong Kong completed the
installation of power supply
equipment for the MTR Tsuen
Wan Extension well ahead of
schedule. Another fine example
of GEC teamwork and
experience.

Under MTR TWE Contract
308, GEC’s Large Projects
Division was responsible for the
design, installation and
commissioning of HVAC,
electrical and fire protection
system for the Tsuen Wan
Depot.

Under MTR TWE Contract
357, GEC Rectifiers designed
and supplied, together with GEC

Switchgear, GEC Transformers
and AEI cables, the power supply
system while GEC Hong Kong
was responsible for layout design,
installation, co-ordination and
commissioning.

The Division built its
reputation on key contracts for

the MTR Modified Initial System:

MTR MIS Contract E4:
power system installation

MTR MIS Contract E8:
building services including
electrical, plumbing, drainage
and fire protection for all
stations and tunnels

MTR MIS Contract E9:
workshop equipment installation

MTR MIS Contract E11:
co-ordination of U.K. suppliers

GEC Hong Kong is an’
experienced and professional
organisation playing an essential
role in Hong Kong's development.

GEC Hong Kong

One Hysan Avenue Causeway Bay
P O Box 15 G P O Hong Kong
Tel: 5-7902828

&S&O

HONG KONG




April. 41 representatives from 30
consulates in Hong Kong attended
this pleasant annual function.

Good Citizen Award Presentation
A large scale presentation, part of the
programme of the Fight Youth Crime
Day, was held on 28th March at the
MacPherson Stadium. 38 young citi-
zens, some of them very young indeed,
received awards totalling $29,000
from Mr. Stanley Ho, a member of our
Fund Raising Committee for the
Award Scheme,

Trading Standards Advisory
Committee

The Advertising Sub-Committee met
on 24th March to consider the existing
arrangements in the policing of adver-
tisements. It was concluded that addi-
tional policing may be unnecessary but
that there is scope for better consumer
education on advertising.

The Sub-Committee also considered a
submission by the advertising agency
industry. It was felt that the present
Ordinance was unlikely to discriminate
against agencies but minor improve-
ments to the Ordinance may be
necessary.

Seminar on Financial Futures

A seminar on financial futures,
organised by the Commodities
Exchange with support from the
Chamber, took place at the Furama
Hotel on 28th April. 40 Chamber
members attended.

Hong Kong Trade Fair

The Chamber, in concert with the
CMA and the FHKI, will co-sponsor
the second Hong Kong Trade Fair to
be held from 18th to 23rd October,
1982 at the Kowloon Park. By special
arrangement with the organiser,
Chamber members can exhibit their
products in this Fair at special dis-

The Chamber

in Action

counted rates. Invitations to participate
were issued to all Chamber members
and | intend to do all | can to make
this consumer goods oriented interna-
tional trade fair as successful as possi-
ble. It is a very good vehicle for future
trade promotion in Hong Kong of a
wide range of products.

Trade Statistics

Following consultation with all our
trade committees, the present 90 indi-
vidual country trade statistics reports
will be grouped into 6 geographical
regions and packaged for easy identifi-
cation. A monthly fee of HK$10 for
statistics of each region will be charged
with effect from 1st July. The Cham-
ber, however, will continue to provide
consulates and other non-profit-
making organisations with a free
service. The introduction of a small fee
should reduce the very large number
of issues many of which because they
were free, may not have provided a
useful service. -
A circular has-been issued to all reci-
pients of the annual Hong Kong Overall
Merchandise Trade, to confirm their
real interest in the usefulness of this
publication. It is not a particularly
costly publication but we wish to en-
sure that it remains useful to members.

Trade Enquiries

During April, 1,418 trade enquiries
were processed. 370 of these enquiries
were received from the TDC. | am
thinking of trying to expand even
further the number of trade enquiries
directed towards us from all parts of
the world, possibly by improving our
contacts with major Chambers of
Commerce,

China ,

Members of the China Committee met
on. 26th March to discuss matters
related to the forthcoming Chinese
Export Commodities Fair (Spring),

1982. They also met six senior officials
of Hua Yuan Co. to discuss matters of
common interest.

A factory visitation programme has
been arranged by the Industry Division
of the Chamber for 54 officials from
the First Ministry of Machine Building
of Beijing, PRC.

At the invitation of Wen Wei Pao and
the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone
authorities, Cecilia Fung, Assistant
Director, Industry, visited Shenzhen,
Shekou and Chek Wan, She also gave
a 3-hour lecture to over 60 PRC
officials working in Shenzhen on
“Industrial Investment Promotion —
Techniques and Probiems — the Hong
Kong Experience’ on 30th April.
Cecilia Fung also represented the
Chamber as a speaker at a HKMA
Seminar on “Hong Kong and PRC's
Four Modernizations’” on 29th April.
Over 250 people attended the seminar.

Industrial Promotion

The Chamber organised a seminar on
“Industrial Promotion’ jointly with
the Trade, Industry and Customs
Department and the Hong Kong
Industrial Estates Corporation in the
Boardroom on 30th March. 50 repre-
sentatives from member companies
attended.

Visitors

I must say that the Chamber continues
to receive a very large number of busi-
ness visitors interested in a wide range
of subjects and often seeking advice,
views and contacts. Many of them are
in trade groups but very many more
are individual company representatives
directed towards us by overseas friends,
acquaintances, banks and associations.
These contacts are invaluable and as
our reputation for helpful service
expands, we can expect an even larger
flow. And that is what the Chamber is
all about !
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Marden Takes on
Tang Vice-Chairmanship,

Two Newcomers

Mr, John Marden was elected Chairman
and Mr, Jack Tang Vice-Chairman at a
General Committee meeting following
the Chamber’s AGM for 1982, held on
April 19th at the Mandarin Hotel.

Mr. Marden has been Vice-Chairman
for the past two years and succeeds the
Hon. David Newbigging as Chairman.
The Hon, W.C.L. (Bill) Brown of The
Chartered Bank and Mr. Trevor Bed-

ford of The Hong Kong Land Company

were elected to the General Committee,
replacing Mr. G.R. Ross and Mr. S.
Osmond. All other eighteen members
of the 1981/2 General Committee
were re-elected.

In thanking Mr. Ross for a quarter-
century of service to the General
Committee, the outgoing Chairman
paid tribute to Mr. Ross’s leadership
between 1966 and ‘68. Under Mr.
Ross’s chairmanship, the Chamber
made a positive contribution during
those difficult years. He was the
longest-serving of General Committee
members, and will continue his associa-
tion with the Chamber through mem-
bership of the Council.

Mr. Osmond leaves Hong Kong later
this year on transfer to a new position.
He will continue to serve on the Home
Affairs and Energy Committees until
his departure,

Speaking to 126 members representing
110 companies, David Newbigging said
that the Chamber had had another suc-
cessful year, and that he was pleased,
in particular, to have been able to lead
a high level- mission to the USA. There
was a need to ensure HK's case was
kept continually before US business
leaders. .

Mr. Newbigging stressed that HK's
competitors kept a high profile in
the USA, and HK should follow their
example. This would call for greater
resources than could be provided by
the Chamber alone, he said.

Mr. Roy Smith of Esso, who seconded
Mr. Newbigging’s proposal to adopt

Chairmanship,

Following AGM:

-
The new team — John L.
Marden, Chairman, Jack
Tang, Vice Chairman.

the report and accounts, also spoke of
the US/HK link. Both were important
to each other in trade, but some sectors
of US business were not fully aware of
the economic realities of present day
HK. He endorsed Mr. Newbigging’s call
for further effort in the USA.

The meeting also re-appointed Peat,
Marwick and. Mitchell as auditors for
the forthcoming year.

The full list of General Committee
members for 1982/3 is:

J.L. Marden (Chairman)

Jack C. Tang (Vice-Chairman)

T.J. Bedford

D.R.Y. Bluck

Hon, W.C.L. Brown

T. Clydesdale

J.F. Holmes

Lord Kadoorie

Sir Y.K. Kan

Daniel Koo

Hon. Allen Lee

Hon. D.K. Newbigging

N.A. Rigg

Hon. M.G.R. Sandberg

S.H. Sung

H.C. Tang

Dennis H.S. Ting

C.H. Tung

F.L. Walker

J.M. Weedon

The new Chairman chats with N.A. Rigg {General Co
mittee member and Chairman 1978-80) and J.H.W.
Salmon (Home Affairs Committee member).

John Marden makes a point with J.B.M. Litmaath ’
R.V, Friend (Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
European Area Committee).




Mr. John L. Marden, the General

Chamber’s newly-elected Chairman
sees his task ahead as carrying on the
work of his predecessor, Mr. David
Newbigging, working closely with the
Director, Mr. J.D. McGregor, and his
staff in implementing the decisions of
the general committee,

Mr. Marden wants particularly to fol-
low through on the very successful
Chamber mission late last year to the
United States led by Mr. Newbigging
and which met more than 1,000 top
American businessmen, The mission
sought two-way trade expansion and
more American capital investment in
Hong Kong.

“There are all sorts of ways in which
we can work together to our mutual
benefit,” says Mr. Marden. “One is,
perhaps, to use more American raw
materials in our production. For ex-
ample, moves have been initiated for
us to become a market for more Amer-
ican cloth.”

Mr. Marden said he would also like to
investigate how the General Chamber
might augment the very useful work
to promote Hong Kong exports to Jap-
an being undertaken by the Hong
Kong-Japan and the Japan-Hong Kong
Business Cooperation Committees es-
tablished in 1979,

“I would like to consider how we might
make a bigger approach to our Japanese
trading partners with a mission to Jap-
an that might help us decide the direc-
tions in which we should now best go.
“l appreciate that in manufacturing
for the Japanese market what we might
have to do would not necessarily be
the same as in the European or North

American markets. But we have a lot.

of good products that ought to be
suitable.

“We shall certainly organise a mission.
It will need a lot of preparation and it
is too early to say yet when we might
go.”

Mr. Marden said the General Chamber

—

membership was a very good cross-
section of the business community in
Hong Kong. Through its many com-
mittees specialising in all aspects of
trade and industrial life, the General
Chamber had consistently given useful
advice to the Government.

The committees would always be there
to continue to fulfil that function.
When new subjects cropped up the
Chamber would be ready, as it has
been in the past, to form ad hoc com-
mittees to help advise on Hong Kong
problems.

Mr. Marden appealed to firms using
the General Chamber’s certification,
trade inquiries services, etc. to join the
Chamber as -members, He said the
Chamber was already Hong Kong’s
largest platform where the private sec-
tor was able to express its views, It was
in the general interest that all firms
should join in putting their views to
Government and to cooperate with
Government.

Mr. Marden pointed out that all the
Chamber’s services have now been
converted to a computer on-line data
bank. Speedy access to its computer
bank of information enabled the
Chamber to cope with its daily flow
of business inquiries to help firms with
their promotional activities and in
sales to trading partners.

Known Markets

“Hong-Kong should concentrate more
on its known major makets than on
new marginal markets, * Mr, Marden
says. “It is in our existing markets
where our channels of communication
are already well established. We can
expand in these markets with our new
products.”

Other growth markets, he said, were in
tourism and in Hong Kong’s role as a
financial centre, now the world’s third
largest. Tremendous expertise has al-
ready been built up in the banking sec-
tor, it was thriving and earning dollars
for Hong Kong. .

On trade with China, Mr. Marden said
Hong Kong should carry on exporting
know-how to help in the modernisa-
tion programmes, making ourselves
increasingly indispensable. About 70
per cent of all investment in the near-
by special economic zones was Hong
Kong financed, he said.

Mr. Jack Tang is the first Chinese to be
elected the General Chamber’s Vice-

Chairman. He is also the first US citizen -

to hold this position.

“| feel it is an honour,” he says. "“At
the same time | should say | accepted
the responsibility because it is a chal-
lenge.” »

“l believe traditionally the Vice-Chair-
man usually serves for a two-year pe-

riod. | feel perhaps for the present
year | should observe and learn. At the
same time | intend to help the Chair-
man and work closely with the Director
in carrying out the policies the general
committee decides.

“l am a strong believer in teamwork to
achieve success in everything. | shall be
part of the Chamber team.

“l don‘t think | have formed any firm
ideas about what my priorities should
be. What | do know is that as a manu-
facturer Hong Kong industries are
facing a difficult time. | shall have to be
thinking about how manufacturers
could be made to feel their interests
are not going to be neglected.’
“Specifically, | am concerned about
how - the - recommendations in the
Government’s diversification report
can be implemented and how, perhaps,
the Chamber could further make more
friends abroad in those markets which
are of utmost importance to us — how
we might carry on the work David
Newbigging started with our missions
to the United Kingdom and the United
States.

“Of course, Hong Kong has enjoyed a
thriving economy in the last decade.
Our service industries have especially
boomed. This is all to the good of Hong
Kong. But | do feel that of all the sec-
tors of our economy that have done
well, our exporting industries do now
most need more friends in the markets
where we sell our goods.

“These are the countries where protec-
tionist pressures are building up the
strongest. | believe we are going to see
more resistance and | think only if we
can somehow convince our trading
partners of Hong Kong’s case can we
hope to contain those pressures.

‘“We need to talk to.opinion leaders in
those countries and keep our channels
of communication open. The only way
I think business people can fight pro-
tectionism is with better understand-
ing. And that is why | accepted Mr.
Newbigging’s invitation to accompany
him on his missions abroad.

“'As everybody knows our textiles and

garments industries have been under
quantitative restrictions for two de-
cades. These two industries are still
very important to Hong Kong.They
account for 35-40 per cent of Hong
Kong'’s exports and about 400,000 of
the 900,000-odd industrial workforce,
“Before efforts to diversify our indus-
tries bear any real fruit we still very
much need strong textiles and garments
industries. They remain a particularly
significant and large sector of ‘our
economy today.

“It is in this area where | hope, as
Chamber Vice-Chairman, | can make
some contribution to Hong Kong’s
economy in general."”



On every ocean and continent Nediloyd is at work.
Carrying every conceivable type of cargo to the four
corners of the earth.

In more than 100 years, Nedlloyd has grown to be-
come an organisation of over 19,000 people. All dedicat-
ed to one purpose: making your shipments travel
faster and more reliably towards their destinations.

Over the years we've developed many new
methods of cargo handling to make our service even
more efficient. And today’s computerised documenta-
tion bears little resemblance to the hand-written shipp-

Carriers by appointment to the world.

ing orders of the early 19th Century.

But despite the changes modern technology and
methods have brought, at Nedlloyd we’ve never lost
sight of the fact that our business is still about serv-
ing people. All over the world.

amm Nedlloyd Lines

- Represented in Hong Kong by
- Nedlloyd (HK) Ltd., Sincere Building,

. 22nd floor, 173, Des Voeux Road Ceniral,
Telephone: 5-455633.
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Growth at Kwai Chung -
Short and Long Term

Kwai Chung container port terminal operators have submitted preliminary recommendations to the
Government for the expansion by private enterprise of the port following a consultants’ report that said
congestion was threatening its efficiency.

As everyone in shipping knows, ships
only earn when they are at sea, bound
for the ports where they are due to
deliver their cargoes.

Loading and discharging in port on
balance adds to a ship’s fixed over-
heads. The vessel and most of its
modern equipment lies idle, All but
essential members of the crew take
shore leave. The shipowner is spend-
ing, not earning.

It follows that a ship‘s turn-around time
in and in particular a port such as
Hong Kong must have, not just a bear-
ing on its owner’s profitability, but
upon the whole domestic economy of
the ship and the port it serves.

It is even more importantto an export-
led economy. Turn-around time can
influence freight rates which influence
export competitiveness. And compet-

itiveness is not just a question of cost-
efficient freight rates. It embraces an
exporter’s ability reliably to deliver to
his overseas customer on time.

As a port, Hong Kong has always had
a good record for turn-around time be-
cause shipowners have always been
keenly concerned about profitability
and shippers about freight rates. Hong
Kong consequently has had to keep
abreast of innovation in the shipping
industry to reduce turn-around time,
improve efficiency and counter infla-
tion.

For instance, since World War 1 load-
ing and discharging on pallets using
fork-lift trucks has become almost
universal. And, Hong Kong has hardly
been slow in introducing containerisa-
tion when that invention grew rapidly
in use from the mid-Sixties, principally

on trans-Atlantic routes.

A decision was taken by our Govern-
ment in 1968 to build Hong Kong’s
own container port at Kwai Chung.
Government and private enterprise,
with admirable initiative, reclaimed
the land beside the Rambler channel
and built the berths and their in-
frastructure.

Full Service

By September 1972 a full container
shipping service between Europe and
the Far East had begun.

In 1969 Hong Kong was handling
only 12,000 twenty foot equivalent
container units (TEUs) at convention-
al wharves and at anchorages. By 1972,
after the first container berth became
operational, the figure jumped dramat-
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ically to 200,000 TEUs. And that figure
trebled a year later when all three con-
tainer terminals at Kwai Chungbecame
operational.

By 1981 Kwai Chung’s annual through-
put had risen to 1.56 million TEUs,
Hong Kong had by then caught up and
passed Osaka as the third biggest con-
tainer port in the world in terms of
throughput, after New York and
Rotterdam, key ports on containerised
trans-Atlantic routes.

The official Marine Department figure
for average turn-around time at Kwai
Chung in 1981 is 15 hours. it compares
with a figure of about four days for
ships using conventional handling. But
this remarkably low figure for turn-
around time is not the whole story of
the port’s post-war evolution.

The efficient reputation Kwai Chung
quickly established in the 1970s, plus
the involvement of shipowners in
equity investment in its three ter-
minals, encouraged more container
ships of the latest and most efficient
design to include Hong Kong on the
speediest of shipowners’ international
shipping schedules,

It also gave local shipowners, like the
late Mr. C.Y. Tung, an incentive to
build and operate their own container
shipping lines, that they were not slow
in founding in the 1960s.

Third generation container ships of
72,000 deadweight tonnes and 927
feet long have called regularly at Kwai
Chung since its inception. They are
only a little smaller than the Queen
Elizabeth 1l and their capacity equals
seven times what conventional vessels
used to carry.

The impact of this speedy world acces-
sibility with adequate shipping capacity
on the expansion of Hong Kong‘s total
overall trade in the past 10 years may
be hard to quantify. But there is no
doubt it has helped Hong Kong’s com-
petitiveness though inflation has, of
course, increased freight rates. More
than 50 per cent of goods exported by
Hong Kong in ships goes in containers.
The volume is a measure of the busi-
ness acumen of Hong Kong’s shippers.
It also has made Kwai Chung first in
the world among container ports in
optimum use per hectare of its size
and capacity.

That is a tribute to the efficiency of
the terminal operators. But the success
they have achieved has itself raised
questions:

How long can Kwai Chung maintain
its turn-around time as its throughput
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continues to expand unless it expands
itself? Will cost-efficiency soon begin
to decrease if it doesn‘t expand? Will
a vicious circle begin leading from a
choking port to a choking domestic
economy and a loss of interest in
Hong Kong by technologically well-
developed shipping companies?
Container ships are not queuing for
berths at Kwai Chung. Turn-around
time could hardly have been better
last year. But the high volume of
throughput has in the past few years
created congestion problems that have
been difficult to overcome and keep
turn-around time from deteriorating.
Traffic congestion on Container Port
Road is a good pointer to it. And there
was a short truckers’ strike not so long
ago over waiting time. But that was
mainly teething troubles with com-
puterisation at Modern Terminals Ltd.
that has since paid dividends in more
efficient terminal handling.

Stop-gap

Some Kwai Chung terminal operators
have resorted to leasing land around
the port to relieve terminal congestion
and keep turn-around time down. But
some land close to the port for ob-
vious cost-efficient reasons has also
been taken by ancilliary services, such
as care and leasing of empty containers
and container transportation. Together
it has produced an untidy stop-gap
situation and back-up congestion.

This has been partly relieved in quite a
sound way. Container freight stations
(CFSs) that load full containers and
small consignments into full container
loads have spread from the terminals
as far -apart as Tsuen Wan to Kwun
Tong. The role of the CFSs at the
terminals has tended to remain static.
But the location of over 20 outside
CFSs has itself hardly been fully plan-
ned nor strategically developed.

The trend toward congestion and stop-
gap solutions, threatening cost-effi-
ciency, in an industry essential to all
others — and one that has been ahead
of most in acquiring the latest in tech-
nology transfer and reducing labour
intensity — has disturbed everyone
from government, to shipowners and
shippers for some time.

Sensible things are now being done
about it, though they have and will
take time and cost a lot of money,
raising more questjons,

The Government took the initiative
in 1980 to avert a choking port and

a choking economy by commission-
ing consultants with wide terms of
reference. They were told to examine
the structure,operation and economics
of the container trade and container
port-supporting activities.

They were to analyse the means and
agencies by which the several processes
within the industry from waterfront to
factory gate are performed, their inter-
relationship and the major cost factors,
These were to include terminal opera-
tions, stuffing and de-stuffing con-
tainers, container storage, transport,
repair and parking.

Another analysis was to cover the
nature, volume, pattern and economics
of cargo movements through the con-
tainer port, including transhipment
business. And they were then to evalu-
ate the space and locational require-
ments of container port-related users,
including their need or otherwise to
be situated close to the terminals.

The consultants were also asked to
evaluate future trends in trade and
industrial development overseas and
domestically, taking into account
international developments in con-
tainerisation (particularly -in the Far
East and China) and then assess the
implications for Hong Kong's con-
tainer throughput.

Finally, the consultants were told to
recommend how land and other
resources should be used to improve
Kwai Chung throughput and how to
extend its efficient life to the point
where its sea berthage was being used
to its practical maximum capacity.
The consultants, Messrs, Halcrow Fox
and Associates in association with DJH
Consultants Ltd., began work in De-
cember 1980 and submitted their final
report to the government in May 1981.
They said they had begun their work
by putting equal weight on each of the
required analyses. But it had rapidly
become clear that the potential pro-
blems facing Kwai Chung were greater
than originally seen.

The forecast of container throughput,
when set against the port capacity
figures beginning to emerge, suggested
effective port capacity would be ex-
ceeded in a comparatively short period.
Urgent measures were therefore re-
quired to avert a crisis.

Thus, the consultants switched their
emphasis in the study to a search for
a solution that would enable the con-
tainer port to cope with throughout
likely to be encountered in the next
few years without serious loss of




efficiency and consequential cost
burdens on Hong Kong's overseas
trade.

Eight Percent Growth

The consultants said they expected
throughput to grow about eight per
cent a vyear, reaching 2.2 million
TEUs by 1985 and possibly 3 mil-
lion TEUs by 1990. Though the over-
all proportion of transhipment trade
would remain about constant at 35 per
cent, transhipment to and from China
would grow while it declined to other
destinations.

The critical factor in the next five
years would be the capacity of the
three terminals at Kwai Chung. Priority
would therefore have to be given to
providing more land for terminal opera-
tions over ancilliary activities, such as
container repair and leasing, off-ter-
minal container freight stations and
drayage, though the consultants re-
cognised these services had a vital role
to play in the overall industrial struc-
ture.

The consultants emphasised terminal
capacity was determined by land avail-
able for container marshalling. The
yards had a capacity of about 1.2 mil-

lion TEUs a year. Current throughput
was accomplished by operationally
inefficient use of off-terminal con-
tainer storage depots.

If no further land was made available
to the terminals, they wouid have to
secure more off-terminal depots,
Operational efficiency would fall and
the ultimate capacity, estimated at
about 1.8 million TEUs in these con-
ditions, would be reached in 1982 or
1983. Thereafter, heavy damage would
be inflicted on the Hong Kong economy
if nothing were done to alleviate the
situation.

The consultants went on to make re-
ji=oN

Mr. A.J. Derek Lygo, retiring Man-
aging Director of Modern Terminals
Limited, says the people best able
to advise, recommend and execute
Kwai Chung expansion are the ter-
minal operators themselves.

1 think more than any other factor
the enormous cost implications are
going to be a major problem and |
don‘t believe the terminal operators
are prepared to go into something
that can‘t first be proved viable.
“The Government will have to be
realistic about the premiums it
charges for the land the operators
reclaim according to agreed plans,”’
Mr. Lygo says.

“Of course, the cooperation we
have had from the Government is
tremendous. But now it’s going to
have to weigh up the alternatives —
expansion to keep the port efficient
or a static situation with nobody
taking any risks.*

“We are the key to the viability of
our economy, |f the Government
knocks us, then it knocks Hong
Kong,’" Mr. Lygo says.

The terminal operators accept that
Kwai Chung expansion is going to
be costly, according to Mr. Lygo.
They accept the need for the addi-

“Cost Implications
A Major Problem™

tional berths,

Their preliminary recommendations
boiled down the long consultants’
report into practical plans for ac-
tion, the first phase of which was to
build one additonal berth, reclaim
the nullah, re-position the Container
Port road and move some short ten-
ants providing auxiliary container
services.

Naturally, the short temants weren’t
-exactly happy about that because
their new sites were smaller and
temporary.

Mr. Lygo says it was the terminal
operators who recommended to
the Government the additonal two
berths ought to be let out for public
tender. ““There is no way we could
finance all that,” he says.

Mr. Lygo, at this stage of the pro-
jected expansion of Kwai Chung,
is “folding his tent and stealing
silently away from Hong Kong”
as he puts it. He is going to Queens-
land, Australia, where he has secured
a 15-year lease at Pinnacle Sound,
30 miles north of Brisbane where
he is building a marine.

He leaves having completed the
computerisation of MTL, which he
says last year took six weeks to

shake-down, caused the resignation
of 20 valued employees and a short
transport strike.

But now the cloud has lifted and,
with computerisation, MTL is opera-
ting more cost-efficiently than it
has ever done. Congestion has been
reduced and ships are being loaded
according to computer instructions,
far ahead of anything else in the
world.

Mr. Lygo says the only thing MTL
computers can‘t do is accept the
last-minute consignment that goes
onboard as the ship is about to cast
off its moorings. He says Hong
Kong manufacturers will have to
learn to live with that and produce
their consignments in time for the
computers to load container ships
scientifically.

® Another of the terminal operators,
Sea-Land (Orient) Ltd., is co-
ordinating more intensive use of the
land it has already got at Kwai
Chung with the planned expansion
of the container port. It plans
building the world’s largest and
only multi-storey container freight
station.

The company has announced plans
to form a company called Asia
Terminals Ltd. with the Far East
Constortium Ltd. that will cost
$1.5 billion. Sea-Land will hold 51
per cent of the equity.

The joint-venture partners have said
the new station will help alleviate
the worsening congestion at Kwai
Chung and speed up berth handling.
The new container freight station
will be completed in 1986 but a lot
of its capacity will be in use before
that date.
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commendations which they said would
theoretically increase Kwai Chung
capacity to 2.6 million TEUs but which
in practice was unlikely to exceed 2.2
million TEUs because of the limita-
tions of the back-up land, its location
and configuration. )
They also said further container berths
were likely to be required by 1985-6
and recommended studies should be
initiated to develop a long-term plan
to meet the need for three.

The consultants, in their 58-page re-
port and six separately-bound ap-
pendices, recommended by way of
“first aid” for Kwai Chung adjust-
ments in land use favouring the
terminals over ancilliary users, the
reclamation of Kwai Chung Creek
to help the terminals and sweeping
changes in road access.

They recommended a semi-autonom-
ous, self-financing Container Port
Authority be established, not to do
the work of the terminals, but to
provide the back-up required by the
industry on a common basis and to
plan the expansion of a self-contained
and designated container port area.
The Executive Council considered the
consultants’ recommendations late last
year. As a result it asked the existing
three terminal operators to submit
joint proposals to reclaim Kwai Chung
Creek and how to use that land as well
as to build one of the new berths.
Reclamation and the disposal and de-
velopment of the further two berths
recommended would, however, be
done later by public tender, the
Government decided.

Joint Proposals

Preliminary joint proposals were
this - year quickly submitted by
the terminal operators. These are

now being studied by the Govern-
ment with a view to submission of
quick final plans. Construction is
expected to take about two and
a half years.

The recipients of all
will be required to
back-up land to the
terminals and hand it
Government at cost.

To provide more immediate relief
from Kwai Chung congestion at the
container terminals, the Government
accepted the recommendations of the
consultants to terminate as soon as

three berths
reclaim the
east of the
back to the

practicable two short-term tenancies
leased by Container Care Ltd., one
by Fat Kee Stevedores (Conrep) and
one commonly held by these two ten-
ants and two others, Wing Hang Go-
down Ltd. and Reynold Van Lines.
The ancilliary businesses the tenants
operate, providing such services as
container repairs and transport, are
to be relocated for an interim period
on other nearby sites and the vacated
land will be put under the joint con-
trol of the existing terminal operators
until a decision regarding its permanent
use has been made.

Answering the consultants’ call for a
body capable of planning the expan-
sion of the container port and its com-
plex back-up facilities, the Government
decided to set up an executive body
on .container port operations, The
committee has now begun to function
in much the same way as the port ex-
ecutive committee which deals with
the rest of the harbour.

The new Container Port Executive
Committee’s terms of reference in-
clude keeping under continuous review
the day to day operation of the con-
tainer port at Kwai Chung and advising
the Director of Marine and terminal
operators on solutions to problems as
they arise.

It will also advise the Port Committee,
Hong Kong’s major policy advisory
committee, on any matters of policy
relating to the administration and de-
velopment of container port facilities.
And it will consider any other matters
related to container port facilities re-
ferred to it by the Director of Marine
or the Port Committee, on which the
Director sits as Chairman.

The Container Port Executive Com-
mittee has been specificially charged
with advising on the provision and
management of back-up facilities to be
provided on the reclamation behind
the three new berths and on the per-
manent use of the four sites to be
vacated by the short-term tenants.

It has also been asked to advise on the
practicalities of creating one self-con-
tained container port area and provi-
sion of common user back-up areas
and whether or not a semi-autonomous
Container Port Authority to co-ordin-
ate the use of common facilities should
be established sometime in the future.
The Container Port Executive Com-
mittee comprises representatives of re-
levant government departments, ter-

minal operators and port users. It is
chaired by the Director of Marine and
is virtually a sub-committee of the
Port Committee.

It is too early to put a figure on the
total proposed cost of Kwai Chung
expansion but it could involve as
much as $1 billion to update this
unique economic and strategic re-
source comparable with, say, Kai Tak
airport.

First Stage

The first stage of its relief from con-
gestion seems assured. Private enter-
prise, through the terminal operators,
has responded to the Government'’s
invitation to undertake the expansion.
The Container Port Executive Com-
mittee is sorting out the congestion.

It is, of course, in the interest of the
terminal operators to respond. Main-
taining good turn-around time to them,
including their shipping line terminal
equity holders, is as vital to their con-
tinued profitability as it is to the
whole private sector.

The proposals for Kwai Chung expan-
sion are in sharp contrast with plans
being advanced for replacing Kai Tak
airport. One is seen primarily as a pri-
vate sector responsibility, though of
course the government will have to
build the roads and infrastructure.
The other is being entirely advanced
as a public sector responsibility.

The inconsistency belongs to different
historical developments. Even the
moorings in Victoria Harbour used to
be privately owned until .they got so
higglety-piggelty ships weren‘t sure of
safe freeway. Then the Government
bought the moorings back and relaid
them in safe order,

It was an example many years ago of
the sort of intervention in the private
sector the Government is still today
committed to, but only when things
get out of hand. They are not out of
hand at Kwai Chung nor is the private
sector likely to let things get really out
of hand. .

Air services, on the other hand, have
always been subject to international
unilateral landing rights agreements.
Only now are some governments in
favour of the sort of airline decontrol,
the shipping industry has always
enjoyed, O
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:4 successful handicapped athlete receives an  Basketball in wheelchairs, with all the
award he justly deserves. enthusiasm more fortunate players generate.

Hondicapped Win Gold
Medals — Now Look for
Local Support

Community Sports, a registered voluntary charity, is building a sports
centre for the handicapped at Ma Cho Lung in the New Territories and
is mounting a campaign to raise $1—2 miliion to pay off residual costs.
It is also looking for firms, that organise recreation for their staffs, to

Fencing in wheelchairs under the guidance of ama
Association instructors.

join in using the centre so it can meet monthly recurrent costs.

Some of the physically and mentally
handicapped people of Hong Kong
have in the past 10 years been partic-
ipating locally and overseas in a wide
range of competitive sporting activities,
adding to their personal enjoyment of
life and to their own social stature,
Their overseas successes, in annual
events in many parts of the world, have
surprised and gratified the more for-
tunate majority of our people who do
not suffer from any disability.

This has led to a more liberal public
understanding of the capabilities of
the handicapped by the able bodied
and in turn brought the handicapped
closer to social integration which is
the aim of the organisation known as
the Physically Handicapped Able
Bodied Association (PHAB).

Except in the case of one partially
blind swimmer, there have been so
far no cases where integrated train-
ing has led to successful international
sporting accomplishment by handicap-
ped persons, Mainly, Hong Kong’s
handicapped athletes have been coach-
ed separately by our amateur sports
bodies and the Jubilee Sports Centre
without attempts at integrated training.
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Current practice and the integrated
training principle both will get a desir-
able boost from more adequate train-
ing facilities for the handicapped due
to open at Ma Cho Lung about the end
of the year.

Ma Cho Lung is on the main road in
the New Territories between Sheung
Shui and Yuen Long, not far from the
turn-off to Lok Ma Chau. The centre
is the result of the planning and or-
ganising work of a concerned group of
Hong Kong people who established a
charitable body, called Community
Sports.

Legislative Councillor, Dr. Harry Fang,
is its patron and Miss Betty Mair its ex-
ecutive director. Its management com-
mittee includes Mrs. Maureen Wagg,
chairman of Physically Handicapped
Sports and Mr. David Ip Siu-wo, chair-
man of Hong Kong Sports Association
for Mentally Handicapped. Mr. J.D.
McGregor, the General Chamber’s
Director, is among its honorary ad-
visers,

“We have always wanted the handi-
capped to have a more extensive play-
ing area where they could have the
best of both worlds,” says Miss Mair.

Sharp-shooting with one arm.

“At Ma Cho Lung there will be over-
night accommodation and the possi-
bility of two or three days camps.

“It will be completely free for ali
the handicapped.

“But we know our facilities are also
suitable for able-bodied sporismen.
Even professional footballers will want
to train there because some of our ma-
jor clubs don‘t have what we will have
to offer,”

“We’ll get the handicapped and able-
bodied together this way and we’ll
meet our recurrent costs by charging
the able-bodied," says Miss Mair.

“We would also like large firms, look-
ing for places to lay-on holiday accom-
modation for their employees, to use
our facilities on a paying basis”’.

The lay-out of Ma Cho Lung includes
three full-sized grass football pitches



the handicapped.

and one smaller one and a main build-
ing.

One wing of the building will comprise
a big gymnasium, exercise and fitness
rooms, a dining room and lounge, a
sauna, a kitchen, a bar and an office.
The other wing will comprise a lecture
room, changing rooms and living quar-
ters. The quarters will be made up of
domitories, family rooms and twin
rooms. The sleeping accommodation is
for about 80.

The gymnasium will be particularly
useful for indoor games in bad weather.
It will be capable of being used for
three basketball courts or for badmin-
ton and table tennis, etc. The grounds
are suitable for an athletic meeting,
including wheelchair races and archery.
All the facilities are being built to meet
the standard requirements of the phys-
ically handicapped. The whole com-
plex will be suitable as a part venue of
any world event for the handicapped
or for that matter the able-bodied.

Ma Cho Lung would not have been
possible without the generosity of the
British Army and the Royal Hong
Kong Jockey Club.

The British Army assigned the Gurkha
Engineers to form the site for Com-
munity Sports as a training exercise,
The Gurkhas have spent over a year on
the site since it was allocated by the
Government. They have saved Com-
munity Sports something like $4 mil-
lion.

Mrs. Maureen Wagg, chairman of
the Physically Handicapped Sports
Association, says about 400 phys-
ically handicapped people are active-
ly involved in sport.

A central register of the physically
handicapped was only recently es-
tablished and it is not known exactly
how many amputees and paraplegics
there are in Hong Kong. But the
total is thought to be in the vicinity
of 14,000.

The physically handicapped popula-
tion is growing every day with in-
dustrial accidents and the road toll,
as well as through defective births.
About 40 go abroad every year to
compete in international events
that are classified according to resid-
ual physical disability. They train
each in their own classification and
this means there has to be many
different classes to coach compet-
itors.

The Physically Handicapped Sports
Association maintains close liaison
with amateur sports bodies and the
Jubilee Sports Centre to help with
the coaching.

The Association relies heavily on
the appropriate amateur bodies for
coaching in archery and fencing.
The Rowing Association has recent-
ly begun training both a physically
handicapped eight and a four.
Physically handicapped competitors
have returned with “gold medals
from such international events for
paraplegics as the Stoke Mandeville
Games in England in 1971, 1977
and 1981.

They have had similar successes in

Big Games Events at Shatin

1972 at the Para-Olympics in Heidel-
berg, West Germany, in 1974 at the
Commonwealth Games for the Dis-
abled in New Zealand, in 1975 at
the first Far East and South Pacific
Games for the Disabled (FESPIC)
in Japan, the 1976 Olympiad for
the Disabled in Canada, the second
FESPIC games in Sydney in 1977
and the Olympics for the Disabled
in Holland in 1980.

The Hong Kong Physically Handi-
capped Sports Association will play
host to the third FESPIC 10-day
games series in October-November
this year.

The games will be held at the Jubilee
Sports Centre in Shatin and about
800 visiting disabled competitors
will be housed in the new Shatin
Hospital staff quarters.

About 100 Hong Kong competitors
are being coached for the games.
Mr. David Ip Siu-wo, chairman of
the Mentally Handicapped Sports
Association, says there are about
100,000 mentally retarded persons
in Hong Kong of whom about
2,000 are actively engaged in sports
training. The Association sent 12
competitors to the Olympics for
the mentally handicapped in New
York in 1979 and they returned
with 18 gold medals, This year the
Association will send 15 to Baton
Rouge for a similar Olympic event,
The Association has yearly program-
mes for coaching the mentally handi-
capped in sport and in training for
the Olympics. They plan to use Ma
Cho Lung for camping and Olympic
training, Mr. Ip says.

The Jockey Club gave $2 million to-
ward building the facilities, including
grassing and fencing. Community
Sports now needs another $1 or $2
million to complete the project to
which it plans perhaps later to add a
swimming pool. It is looking for dona-
tions from public-spirited people and
firms and is mounting a campaign to
get the money.

When the project is completed Com-
munity Sports will employ a coach/
manager, two assistant coaches and
requisite ground staff. It is hoping not
to have to go back to the public cap in
hand for Ma Cho Lung recurrent costs

by hiring its facilities to the able-bodied
and to firms wanting to provide recrea-
tional facilities for their staff,

In recognition of the Army’s contribu-
tion, Community Sports has agreed to
allow the Polo Association to use the
grounds on Wednesday afternoons
twice a month and on the odd Sunday.
Another quid pro quo agreement with
any other big donor may not be out of
the question, says Miss Mair.

The address of Community Sports is:
c¢/o Tony Kwok Tung Ng & Co., Lee
Loong Building, 4 Queen Victoria
Street, Central, Hong Kong. Telephone:
5-249373. O
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FERIT Ferrets Out Villains on the
ngh SeQs — seminar on Maritime Fraud —

An international maritime fraud convention, similar to the convention that enables hi-jackers of aircraft
to be prosecuted in the countries where they are caught, could help combat a persistent problem that

plagues the business world.

Speakers urged shippers at a seminar
on maritime fraud on March 16 to
minimise their risks by using reputa-
ble shipping lines with well-managed

_tonnage.

The speakers were Mr. Eric Ellen,
director of the International Mari-
time Bureau of the International
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Robin
Peard, a Hong Kong solicitor and
Mr. G. Miller from the Marine Insur-
ance Association of Hong Kong.

The seminar was organised by the
ICC Hong Kong liaison committee
comprising the Hong Kong General
Chamber .of Commerce, the Chinese
Manufacturers’ Association and the
Indian Chamber of Commerce.

It was opened by the General Cham-
ber’s Director, Mr. J.D. McGregor, and
was attended by about 70 shipowners,
insurers, bankers, charterers, traders,
freight forwarders, brokers, and agents.
The seminar attracted wide publicity
and the speakers illustrated the dimen-
sions of the problem with case his-
tories.

Mr. Ellen, former chief constable of
the London Port Authority, said mari-
time fraud has been declining in East
Asia- since the Far East Regional In-
vestigation Team (FERIT) had inves-
tigated 60 ship losses in the area. He
pointed to India, the Middle East and
Africa as areas where the incidence of
fraud was now highest,

But Mr. Ellen warned against com-
placency in the Far East region and
said he thought the problem would
come back again. The recession in
the shipping industry could cause
some businessmen to take chances
using cheap freight rates that could
lead to fraud.

Criminals, Mr. Ellen said, had become
more sophisticated but law enforce-
ment still relied on time-honoured
techniques, such as using informants.
He urged law-enforcement agencies to
develop financial intelligence and the
Hong Kong police to clear up some
outstanding cases.

Today’s frauds had become so near
perfect they called into question the
present methods of financing trade
and self-regulation in shipping, in-
surance and banking, Mr. Ellen said,

These were the realities which had led
to the establishment of the bureau
which he heads acting as a watchdog
for the shipping industry without of-
ficial enforcement powers. Backed by
a team of investigators, the London-
based bureau collected and dissemin-
ated information for 80 members.

Mr. Ellen told the seminar the bureau
had defended its right to disseminate
information about suspects in London’s
court of Appeals. The Master of the
Rolls, Lord Denning had quashed an
attempt to restrict the bureau.

Its role was to identify future trends
and potential trouble spots, monitor-
ing transactions, authenticating docu-
ments, delving into commercial back-
grounds and investigating losses and
suspect claims.

Mr. Ellen appealed for more support
for the bureau and said all members
regularly received useful confidential
bulletins.

Mr. Miller told the seminar the in-
surance industry finally reacted to
Far East shipping losses in 1979 on
the initiative of the Marine Insurance
Association of Hong Kong and with
strong backing from the London
market. Insurance associations through-
out Southeast Asia also supported
FERIT financially.

FERIT was given an overall budget,
told to assist insurers with their out-
standing claims, consider ways of
achieving a deterrent and try to iden-
tify who were behind the losses.

It concentrated on 28 cases in the pre-
vious four years and did more than
2,000 manhours of investigation into
individuals, captiains, officers and
crew and into company shareholdings,
common directorships and business
connections. It built up a large card in-
dex system and made cross references.
FERIT was forced eventually by finan-
cial constraints to stop work without
achieving anything particularly spec-
tacular, but even so insurers themselves
experienced an immediate drop in the
number of suspicious cases in South-
east Asia. ;

FERIT’s report did not make firm
statements about how many of the 28
ships investigated were scuttled but it
did collect enough information to be

able to say more than half of the cases
investigated in detail definitely showed
an involvement in maritime fraud of
one form or another. Collusion be-
tween shipowners and cargo interests
was highly suspected in at least six
cases.

FERIT's report was circulated to law
enforcement agencies in the region,
resulting in a number of arrests. Suc-
cessful prosecutions, however, had
been scarce in the extreme, Mr. Miller
said.

Nevertheless, the world-wide publicity
FERIT generated had created a greater
public awareness among shippers, char-
terers, and shippers of the necessity
to take more care in choosing business
associates.

The Marine Insurance Association of
Hong Kong was now the possessor of
a substantial data bank of information
which it would be updating.

Mr. Peard dealt with the legal questions
involved in maritime fraud and sug-
gested ways to minimise risks.

He said an essential prerequisite for
strong action against maritime - fraud
was the existence of well-financed
and professionally staffed police forces
who were prepared to make an attempt
to co-ordinate their activities between
countries to track down perpetrators.
He said it was very seldom maritime
fraud was committed only in one
country. Evidence for prosecution
usually had to be gathered in several
countries. Without -cooperation be-
tween police forces it was well-nigh
impossible to assemble sufficient
evidence to ensure convictions,

The International Maritime Bureau
and FERIT, who could assemble in-
formation, had been useful in supple-
menting the efforts of police forces.
Mr. Peard said it was about time mari-
time fraud on the high seas became
akin to hijacking where an inter-
national convention allows and obliges
a country -to prosecute a hijacker even
if that hijacker did not commit his
crime in the country where he was
detained.

Without a maritime fraud convention,
it -usually became necessary to prove
a conspiracy in a particular country to
commit a crime on the high seas. O
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Flshmg .boat BU|Id|ng Yards
Face a Shake-up

The fishing-boat building industry on the Aplichau side of Aberdeen harbour faces a shake-up this year.
Their yards have begun to move across the harbour to an area near the Aberdeen Boat Club.

The move necessitates an injection of new capital and the yards, to maintain their economic viability,
may have to upgrade their standards and business practices.
That could have an impact on the whole fishing industry where total production declined last year.

Our fishing industry employs less than
one per cent of Hong Kong’‘s economi-
cally active population. But it is unique
among our primary industries. It is
very high in locally added-value and it
substantially contributes to the one
staple food in which we are essentially
self-sufficient from our own few natu-
ral resources — in this case, the sea
around us.

From capture fishing, as opposed to
cultured husbandry in our fish ponds,
the industry in 1980 produced 187,000
tonnes of seafood compared with
182,000 tonnes in 1979. But prelimi-
nary figures for 1981 estimate a 6.5
per cent decline, partly blamed on a
fishing ban imposed by China,

Annual production increases in the
‘Seventies were relatively slow com-
pared with the ‘Sixties. The sea is not
a boundless source of fish when the
standing stock has been reduced to a
level that affects its regenerative
capacity.

Hong Kong production in the past
decade has been constrained by
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classic over-fishing, though it has
not been as badly affected as, say
Thailand, where the size of the fishing
fleet was allowed to grow in excess of
the capacity of the available fish re-
sources to support the fleet.

The Hong Kong fleet comprises about
5,000 vessels, ranging from sampans to
90-odd footers. Its productivity and
range have been helped by slowly im-
proving techniques and vessels and by
its ability in sub-tropical waters to
switch catches from one fish species
to another, something not always
possible in temperate waters. There
are many more species in tropical
waters but the schools are not as
numerous as they are with the fewer
species of temperate zone fish.
Housewives buying fish in Hong Kong
markets over the past few years would
have noticed the changes in availability
of the kinds on sale, Still they are far
less likely to complain about that than
the price they now have to pay for
their fish.,

Increased prices are not just the result

of general inflation but go back to the
cost efficiency of the Hong Kong fish-
ing fleet — and even to the standards
of our boat-builders,

Whether or not current standards are
fully meeting the economic challenges
of the times is a question that is inevit-
ably raised when annual production
begins to fall as estimates say in 1981.
Indeed, some may ask: Is the industry
beginning to go into permanent decline
or perhaps a status quo?

Locally-built fishing vessels usually last
about 10 years. Those built to the
Agriculture & Fishery Department’s
design and under its supervision last
about 15 years and have been known
to last 18 years, But a good fisherman,
nevertheless, will want to change his
vessel in four to five years.

The reasons for quicker replacement
are to do with cost-efficiency. A good
fisherman may want a design incor-
porating better engines. He may want
a bigger boat. By upgrading his opera-
tion it may become less labour-inten-
sive and achieve faster turn-around.




His investment may give him a higher
return in production on his operating
costs.

Licences

The demand for replacement vessels is
reflected in the Marine Department’s
licences issued. In 1980-81 the figures
show 529 mechanically-propelled fish-
ing vessels were licensed compared
with 753 the year before.

There was a significant decline last
year in size and power, Fewer larger
vessels were built, due to high fuel
costs, the higher cost of labour and
other operating costs and a shortage
of capital at viable interest rates.

The Government, applying its own
criteria, is not the major lender of
capital to the fishing industry. But re-

cent evidence does show it is now be-
ing approached by more fishermen for
finaqcial help. The Agriculture and
Fisheries Department made its 10,000th
loan last year at its standard 6 per cent.
The/ loan spread is between $60,000
and $1.6 million. There is little change
out of $2 million for a modern pair
trawler. But that is cheap compared
with $5 million that can be spent on a
modern pleasure cruiser and a mooring
at $250,000.

The two kinds of boat-building in
Hong Kong add up to a sizeable indus-
try. A survey done last year found
over 100 boat-yards, with the largest
concentration on the Aplichau side of
Aberdeen harbour of between 60 and
70. The rest are dispersed at Shauki-
wan, Tuen Mun and at Tsing-1 Island,
At Tsing-1 construction is confined to

steel vessels for export and to locally-
employed barges.

The traditional Chinese fishing-boat
builder has for centuries relied on rule-
of-thumb in conceiving his design and
building his vessel. That method per-
sists today in quite a few of Hong
Kong’s boatyards. And it has led to
production of a variety of types of
vessels associated with the boat-building
districts along the South China coast.
These are hardly appropriate to the
design and construction of modern
cost-efficient vessels needed in the
Hong Kong fishing industry. They lack
precision in hull construction. What
is needed is a sailing hull, with a com-
promise for a fish cargo, that can be
efficiently mechanically-propelled us-
ing what has become an expensive
fuel, =

A Chinese junk in full sail on our
harbour is now as rare a sight as a
pretty demure young girl walking
gracefully down a Hong Kong street
in a cheongsam.

The economic march of time has
robbed us of both those charming,
once familiar and distinctively ori-
ental facets of Hong Kong life.
Before the Pacific War the Hong
Kong fishing fleet was all sailing
junks and sampans. Today there is
none.

In a half-hour trip around Aberdeen
harbour on one of those put-put
tenders that ferry fishermen to
their moorings, the visitor may find
himself hard put to see even the
bulging hull of a motorised junk
with its high poop, short mast and
no sail.

Post-war mechanisation has dealt a
death-blow to the junk. Its hull is
simply not hydro-dynamically eco-
nomic for mechanical propulsion,
especially at current fuel prices.
Even the motorised junk that be-
came familiar after World War 11
began to give way in the 1960s to
the trawler that, in ever-improving
designs, predominates at Aberdeen
moorings today.

In helping with the rehabilitation
of our plundered and destitute
fishing community after the war,
our Government began distributing
the daily necessities of life; progress-
ed to giving loans for fishing gears
and repairs; and then to loans for
improvements, such as engines.

By the 1960s the Agriculture and
Fisheries Department had designed

Replace the
Picturesque
Junk

the 66 Ft. stern otter trawler, a
much sleeker vessel than the junk.
It was swiftly adopted by several
hundred fishermen, then its number
reached a plateau and it now com-
prises about 10 per cent of the
entire fleet.

The stern otter trawling method uses
one fishing vessel to do what used
to take two motorised junks. Astern
of the trawler are streamed two
hydro-dynamically designed devices
like kites, to keep the mouth of a
fishing net open. The method elimi-
nates -the use of two motorised
junks sailing in parallel with up to
a mile of line behind each of them,
in what is known as pair trawling.

Another fishing method used in
Hong Kong is beam trawiing. In
this method a succession of small
nets have their mouths propped
open by beams slung over the
trawler’s sides. Beam  trawling is
primarily used for catching shrimp.
The method of fishing which night
visitors to Repulse Bay see and hear
happening in the distance is called
purse seining. Bright lights scan the
sea for schools of fish. When one is
found a net, like a purse, is cast
over the school and pulled tight
beneath it.

The banging on the gunwhales of
the fishing vessels is to coax the fish
to stay tightly together as the net is
manoeuvred over them, an operation
that could frighten the school into
dispersing. :

Purse seining is invariably done by
Hong Kong’s few remaining motor-
ised junks and by sampans. It is a
labour-intensive way of catching
fish and the motorised junks that
undertake it are not capable of
long voyages outside Hong Kong
waters. As a fishing method it is
dying out in Hong Kong.

As purse seining disappears so does
the last of our motorised junks.

The majority of newly-built fishing
vessels at least roughly copy the
underwater design of the first stern
trawlers of 1960s and the modifica-
tions incorporated in subsequent
generations,

Hong Kong has also redesigned the
pair trawler and the most recent
vessels, built to Government designs,
are pair trawlers, not otter trawlers,
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__4 Builders
S and
.= the Price

J=  Fishing-boat

A fisherman gets what he is pre-
pared to pay for when he orders
a new fishing-boat from one of
Hong Kong‘s 100-odd boatyards,
mainly on the Aplichau side of
Aberdeen harbour.

If the fisherman is traditional
and believes in age-old rule-of-
thumb the fishing-boat may be




a little cheaper than $2 million.

If he prefers fully-lofted lines and
a cost-efficient hydro-dynamical-
ly built hull it would be all of $2

million-plus.

The choice has quite a bearing on
the cost of fish for the local
housewife.

The price is hardly getting cheap-
er and that’s-because far from all -
our fishermen actually prefer
hydro-dynamically designed hulls
powered by cost-efficient engines,
instead of several small second-
hand ones.

Pictures show a locally-designed
fishing trawler in the course of
construction,

All Hong Kong boatyards will
have to move to new locations in
the course of the next two years,
inject new capital into their busi-
nesses — and perhaps move away
from traditional boat-building
methods.
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Paul Turner
“Every time we sell an office machine
we put the company’s reputation
on the line.”

Paul Hobkinson
“We still put value on personal
relationships in business.”

Stuart Campbell
““Feel free to call us for information or
advice at any time."”’

Would you buy a new copier
fromthese men?

These men represent a company which has been
operating in Hong Kong now for almost 150 years.
And there’s got to be a good reason why a business
thrives for so long. For one thing it guards its
reputation. It develops a firm philosophy on company
ethics and it employs a sales team with these same
high standards.

These men believe in the range of office machines
they sell. They know quality is important and good
after-sales service vital. They know in Hong Kong
people still value the personal touch.

With the introduction of new business techniques,
advanced office machinery and computers, business in
Hong Kong is not only booming, it is moving faster
than almost any other economy in the world. These
are the facts. And while business has become more
efficient, it has also become more impersonal.

At Gilman Office Machines we sell efficiency. But
we do it differently. We do it through men like these
who can tell you a lot about office equipment and
office efficiency. And just plain good business advice.
They remember the time you could pick up a telephone
and call someone if you wanted some information.
And you usually called them by name. The personal
touch. It made all the difference.

Despite the rapid.and expanded pace of business
today these men and all the executives at.Gilman
Office Machines still believe the personal touch is
possible. Ask them on this number: H-7908333. You
can be sure not all salesmen are alike.

That’s why you can safely buy a new copier
from these men.

@ Gilman Office Machines

Gilman & Co. Ltd.

A member of the Inchcape Group of Companies
Box 56, G.P.0. Hong Kong. 5/F Elizabeth House,
250 Gloucester Road, Hong Kong.




In essence, a good hull design should
be easy to propel; be seaworthy in the
normal frame of weather conditions;
provide a stable base for fishing gear
and that gear’s day-to-day operation;
and, have sufficient insulated cargo
space to bring back a catch that not
only pays for each fishing voyage but
makes a profit.

Hardwood

Hong Kong’s fishing vessels have been
traditionally built of tropical hard-
wood. But the increasing cost of this
material and the skilled labour needed
in timber construction is beginning to
lead to examination of other materials,
such as fibre-glass, steel and even rein-
forced concrete.

Three vessels were built of concrete in
the ‘Seventies. They are no longer fish-
ing and no more have been built. They
were not found by fishermen to be
suitable.

Fibre-glass has been accepted for sam-
pans. Some fishermen find them light-
er, easier to maintain and the capital
cost no greater than timber. About
half a dozen boat-yards make them.
Fibre-glass is not being used in bigger
vessels because it doesn’t stand up as
well as timber to abrasion.

About 20 steel fishing trawlers were
imported from Japan in the late ‘Fifties
and early ‘Sixties and were operated
by companies rather than in the usual
owner-operated Hong Kong custom.

Operational costs in the course of time

made them uncompetitive.
Nevertheless, it is to steel Hong Kong
fishermen will have to turn if cost-
efficiency requires bigger than the
90-odd footers some use now. Too
much space would be wasted by
massive timbers in still bigger wooden
vessels.,

A factor inhibiting our fishermen turn-
ing to steel is that greater attention
would have to be paid to maintenance
in the context of current Hong Kong
legislation that sets quite different
seaworthiness standards for steel.
Overcoming that inhibition, attractive
as steel might appear in the future,
would perhaps require less stringent
legislation. But so far our Government
has been reticent to interfere with cur-
rent methods. Apart from ensuring
basic safety standards, the Govern-
ment tries only for voluntary improve-
ment, consistent with its positive non-
intervention policy.

But the most Hong Kong does when a
fisherman goes to the Government for

a loan is to impose one of these two
standards:

— Large loans from the fisheries de-
velopment fund are approved only for
major long-term projects subject to de-
sign being agreed and the Agriculture
and Fisheries Department supervising
construction. But such loans are a small
minority of the projects fishermen
propose to the Department.

— The majority of loans are obtained
with only the broad specifications of
the design being defined. The vessels
are built by methods half-way be-
tween modern fully-lofted lines and
a compromise on the traditional.

In  constructing fully-lofted lines
each wooden boat frame is cut to the
vessel’s design, erected on the keel and
the vessel then planked. In the com-
promise method, which is faster, only
some frames are cut to the design and
the intervening ones added in after-
wards to fit the planking.

The end-result of the latter method of
construction does not mean such ves-
sels are unsafe, But it does mean when
the propulsion unit is installed the ves-
sels are not usually as operationally
cost-efficient as they would be if their
engines were put in hydro-dynamically
optimal hulls.

Recurrent Costs

Hong Kong fishermen, in their search
for the lowest possible capital outlay
when they order new vessels from our
boat-yards, tend to pay too little re-
gard to their recurrent operational
costs. And their attitude, induced by
ever-rising construction costs, at least
in part, limits what the Government’s
voluntary assistance policy might
otherwise be able to do.

The Hong Kong fishing fleet is essen-
tially owner-operated. That fits the
same fragmented pattern, often com-
mon to Hong Kong industry, resulting
from freedom of opportunity for all.
The fishing-boat building industry, of
necessity, tags along. It, too, is generally
fragmented and hardly capital-inten-
sive. Its origins belong, now inappropri-
ately, to traditional practices and its
current construction compromises
are geared to the same standards as
persist in the fishing industry itself,
But it is fair to say old methods are
now fast dying out. The Agriculture
and Fisheries Department has courses
for fishermen in better business prac-
tices. Yet it still does have an uphill
fight against what some boat-builders
are prepared to do for traditionally-

minded fishermen,

The Department’s predicament only
begins with hull design. Small second-
hand diesel engines are cheap in Hong
Kong. Associated maintenance and
repair are well-established. Thus, it can
become attractive to install several of
them in a fishing vessel rather than to
fit one propulsion unit which would
produce better operational economy.

Less Efficient

It is not always easy to persuade a
fisherman, worried about his capital
outlay, to accept a bigger Government
loan to fit one dearer yet efficient
engine rather than several small and
cheap, second-hand less-efficient ones.
It is difficult, too, to explain why a
fisherman shouldn‘t regard his fishing
vessel as his home when his family can
live on it more cheaply. It remains
home for many but a constraint upon
operational economy.

Something of a shake-up at the fishing-
boat building end of the whole indus-
try has begun this year. In two stages
the boat-yards of the Aplichau side of
Aberdeen harbour are to be resited, to
make way for reclamation and more
public housing estates.

In the first stage the first of the boat-
yards have moved to Po Chong Wan on
the opposite side of the harbour, near
the Aberdeen Boat Club. They will be
operating at their new sites this sum-
mer, but in the total re-siting there will
only be room for about three-quarters
of those yards working now.

This has produced spirited bidding for
the available new sites and that will
necessitate an injection of new capital
in the boat-building industry. That
itself could produce some general up-
grading in construction standards, But
it does not necessarily mean the best
of existing builders will always get the
new sites when all bidding is finished
in the second state, which re-sites more
yards on Aplichau.

What it may mean is that better busi-
ness practices will be forced upon
those who do get the sites if their capi-
tal investment is to be viable. What
ultimate impact that may have upon
the whole fishing industry in general
remains to be seen.

It could, of course, accelerate techno-
logical improvement., Even to the in-
troduction of steel hulls, necessitating
another look at more appropriate leg-
islation regulating their maintenance?
The future might then largely be in
steel construction on Tsing-1 Island. (J
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Moving cargo around the globe with
efficiency, promptness and profitability.

Our 7 sailings of full container service a week
to 62 major ports by our 8 regular service routes
have all the answers to your shipping problems.

SERVICE ROUTES

Far East/ North America Atlantic Coast Service
Far East/North America Pacific Coast Service
Far East/ Europe Service

Far -East/ Australia Service

Far East/Middle East Service

Far East/ West Africa Service

Far East/ Mediterranean Service

Far East Interport Service

% ORIENT OVERSEAS Condainer LINE
V¥ OOCL- Seapac Service

General Agents in Hong Kong: -

HONGKONG EXPORT LINES, LTD.

Hong Kong Office: Hutchison House, 11/F., 10 Harcourt Road, Hong Kong. Tel: 5-264141 (30 Lines)
Kowloon Branch Office: 1313, Ocean Centre, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon. Tel: 3-660237 (4 Lines)

Macau Sub Agent: _
CONTAINER SHIPPING AGENCY LTD.
Room 308, Tai Fung Bank Bldg., An. Al. Rebeino, Macau, Tel. 86972, 84900.




New Members

Fifty-four members joined the
Chamber in May :-

Afrikon Industrial Co., Ltd.
Atlas Copco (HK) Ltd.

CF Winky Industries Co.
Capital Printer

Ceteco Far East Ltd.

Charter Trading Co. Ltd.
Chintex Oil and Gas Co, Ltd.
Chun Cheng Embroidery Co. Ltd.
Contec Media Ltd.

DHL International Ltd.
Diplomat Trading Co.
E.R.A. Electronics L.td.
Gojewa Watch Industries
Golden Universe (H.K.) Ltd.
Grand Arts Manufactory
Great Intent Ltd.

Guaranty Co. Ltd.

H.D. Hudson Asia Ltd.

Hara Int’l Co, Ltd.

Holford Ltd.

Ichiman Enterprises Ltd.

Intercontinental Seafood Supplies Ltd.

K.M. Trading Co.

Kam Ho Industries Co.

Karaweik Trading Co. Ltd.
Kashmere Enterprises Ltd.
Kwang Huat Hong

Man Fai Trading & Development Co.
Merryland Jewellery Co. Ltd.
Panda & Co.

Prosino Co. Ltd.

Prudential Trading Co.

Regatta Trading Ltd.

Relitraders Co. Ltd,

Samedi Ltd.

Sino Mate Int’l Ltd.

Summit Magnetics Ltd. :
Sun Mai Watch & Parts Mfg. Ltd.
Surety Garment Mfg. Co. Ltd.

Burton Levin.

The General Chamber’s out-going Chairman and his successor chat
with the United States Consul General at the Chamber’s annual
luncheon for the Consular Corps at the Hilton Hotel on April 8.
From left: Mr. David Newbigging, Mr. John L. Marden and Mr.

Tamarex Marketing Ltd.

Thians’ Plastics Ind’l Co. Ltd.

Time Incorporated

Trincas International

Union-Tex Novelties Co. Ltd.
Universe Textile Corp.

Wan Fung Embroidery Co. Ltd.
Wilson L. Enterprises

Wong’s Electronics Co., Ltd., The
Yuen Loong Hong Firecrackers Ltd.

Shipping Course

Enrolment is now being accepted
for ‘an eight-week advanced course in
shipping from June 9 to July 30.

The course, following a five-week im-
mediate certificate course in shipping
practices, is being organised by the
Hong Kong Shippers’ Council and the
Hong Kong/European Freight Con-
ference.

The eight-week course comprises 22
sessions on subjects including con-
tainerisation and a field trip to Kwai
Chung. -

The course covers the role of the
Shippers’ Council and the conference
shipping system and every aspect of
documentation and the law relating to
carriage of goods. Interested members
should contact the Shippers’ Council.

Productivity Centre Seminar
Professor John L. Espy is conducting
a seminar on June 3 at the Hong Kong
Productivity Centre for financial and
general managers of small and medium-
sized Hong Kong firms in the use of
financial ratios for analysis, planning
and control. °

Topics to be covered by Professor
Espy, who is associate director of the
Division of Business Administration
Graduate School at the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, will include the
use of financial ratios for measuring
liquidity, funds utilisation, profita-
bility, debt structure, and coverage of
interest and dividends payments.
Among Professor Espy’s other topics

£

will be the use of financial leverage
(gearing) for improved return of share-
holders’ equity.

A brochure and enrolment forms are
available  at the Productivity Centre,
20th floor, Sincere Building, Central.

Foreign Currency Forecasts

The Henley Centre for forecasting in
Hong Kong, care of the Manufacturers
Hanover Trust Company, has an-
nounced a new quarterly services
covering the Hong Kong currency and
economy.

The well-known Centre, based in
London, says the new service is to meet
the growing need for information,
analysis and forecasts for the new
currencies in international trade and
is_the result of two years of research
and preparation.

Each quarterly report will include an
in-depth appraisal of U.S. dollar trends,
detailed forecasts for the currencies of
Mexico, Brazil, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Malaysia, South Korea, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and Nigeria and a regional
digest summarising developments in
other “‘new’’ currencies.

The quarterly service is called Foreign
Exchange Qutlook. A subscription
includes a “phone-in” facility to the
Henley Centre forecasting team.

For further information contact Manu-
facturers’ Hanover in Alexandra House,

European Furniture

A European Furniture Review for 1982
has been published by ABC Europ
Production, the European industrial
trade directory publishers based at Av.
de la Dole, 17, CH-1005 Lausanne.
The Furniture Review covers 6,000
exporting furniture manufacturers
from 20 European countries.’

It includes news on technical develop-
ments and new working processes.
The Review also has alphabetical pro-
duct indexes by products, manufactur-
ers and countries and a company
information register.

Mr. George B. Yurchyshyn (left), Senior Vice-President of the First
National Bank of Boston, advises Chamber members trading with
Nigeria on the problems that have arisen over Nigerian trade
restrictions at a special meeting on April 23. Mr. Yurchyshyn is the
Bank ‘s Division head for Africa and the Middle East.



_Trade in Progress

Hong Kong Overall Merchandise Trade (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981 % Change
Imports 21,242 19,775 +7
Domestic Exports 10,933 10,284 +6
Re-Exports 6,915 6,200 +12
Total Exports 17,848 16,484 +8
Total Trade 39,090 36,259 +8
Balance of Trade —3,395 —3,291 +3

Imports : Major Suppliers (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981

China 4,793 3,712
Japan 4,402 4,768
USA 2,280 2,126
Singapore 1,754 1,501
Taiwan 1,621 . 1,655
UK 928 869
South Korea 764 850
Fed. Rep. of Germany 486 532
Switzerland 395 425
Australia 337 276

Imports : Major Groups (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981

Raw materials 8,590 8,226
Consumer goods 5,426 5,315
Capital goods 2,835 2,630
Foodstuffs 2,475 2,166
Fuels 1,917 1,438

Domestic Exports : Major Markets (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981
USA 3,824 3,490
UK 964 878
Fed. Rep. of Germany 938 1,058
China 578 365
Australia 445 355
Japan 406 340
Canada 305 274
Singapore 269 236
Netherlands 253 240
France 191 195

Domestic Exports : Major Products (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981
Clothing 3,733 3,811
Toys, dolls and games 977 616
Textiles 728 689
Watches 704 735
Radios . 464 497
Electronic components for computer 215 320
Electric fans 183 137
Handbags 154 136
Footwear 140 110
Hairdryers, curlers and curling tong heaters 126 95
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Re-exports : Major Markets (HK$M)

Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1981
China 1,395 1,287
USA 820 655
Indonesia 655 589
Singapore 588 483
Japan 457 411
Taiwan 405 360
South Korea 250 185
Macau 231 179
Philippines 227 164
Nigeria 153 173
Re-exports : Major Products (HK$M)
Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb, 1981
Textiles 1,217 1,021
Chemicals and related products 599 521
Electrical machinery, apparatus and appliances and electrical parts 507 403
Photographic apparatus, equipment and supplies and
optical goods, watches and clocks 487 436
Food _ 442 289
Crude materials, inedible except fuels 432 641
Non-metallic mineral manufactures 414 397
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories 400 338
Values and volume - monthly progress (all values in HK$M)
Imports Domestic Exports Re-exports
Value Quantum Index Value Quantum Index Value Quantum Index Total
(1973:100) (1973:100) (1973:100) Trade
1979 85,837 176 55,912 175 20,022 184 161,771
1980 111,651 209 68,171 195 30,072 253 209,894
1981 138,375 233 80,423 210 41,739 324 260,537
Monthly Average
1981 11,631 6,702 3,478 21,711
Quantum Index {1981=100)
Jan.1982 10,023 81 6,239 91 3,319 87 19,581
Feb. 21,242 10,933 6,915 39,090
Area Comparison (HK$M)
Imports Domestic Exports Re-exports
Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1982 Jan.-Feb. 1982
South and East Asia (excluding China) 9,791 1,307 3,273
China 4,793 578 1,395
Europe 2,996 3,242 441
(EEC) (2,413) 2,657) (347)
North America 2,434 4,130 873
Australia 337 445 110
Africa 149 381 306
Middle East 21 476 325
South America 260 116 35
Rest of world 271 258 157
THE BULLETIN JUNE 1982
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The Australian _
Trade Commissioner
can open doors

to greater profits

Do you wish to boost business by adding new
products to your range? Are you seeking new
sources of supply for the products you already
handle? Or is it new plant and equipment that
you're after? Then most likely the Australian
Trade Commissioner can help you. Australia’s
industries make a great variety of quality goods.
Machinery, agricultural equipment, electrical
goods, automotive equipment and accessories,
chemicals, sporting goods, scientific equipment,
materials handling equipment. These and many
more have proved successful in international
markets. They can prove successful in your own.
Find out what Australia has to offer you.

Ask the man who knows Australia

All you need to do is contact the Australian Senior
Trade Commissioner who will put you in touch
with suppliers of Australian products. You can
contact him at:—

10th Floor, Connaught Centre, Connaught Road,
P.O. Box 820, HONG KONG. Telephone: 5-227171.
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Our scientific planning and mechanised installation, aug-
mented by advanced production techniques and modern
management methods, make us the most up-to-date and
efficient factory of its kind. With these facilities plus our
continuous creative efforts, latest technical advancements,
modern industrial designs and vigilant value analysis, we
can supply flashlights of better quality, better design, better
price and can offer you better service. For resale or own
use, the best choice will always be

FLASHLIGHTS BY SDNCA

The World’s Largest Flashlight Manufacturer

SONCA INDUSTRIES LTD. PO.BOX 95974 TSIM SHA TSUI POST OFFICE KOWLOON. HONG KONG.CABLE. SONCALTD TELEX, 84298 SONCA HX #
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There are some jobs only §
a few can do.

Few copiers can meet this job specification!

That's why Océ want you to meet the Océ 1900 Series, a
range that confirms Océ’s leadership and innovation in
copying technology.

All Océ 1900 Series machines feature really excellent copy
quality at 45 copies per minute. They copy onto almost
any material from 50gsm to 200gsm, including
transparencies, card, parchment and labels. Every copy
faithfully reproducing most originals.

For fast handling of originals use the Océ 1900 with
document feeder — specially designed to take care of your
most valuable papers. The document feeder will also
automatically reduce your A3 originals to A4 size copies.

And as you grow, so can your 1900. Just add a sorter 2= = =

when you need fast, accurate sorting and batching. At Océisfull service copying

eye-level, of course, so that you can reach the copies Wherever you are, Océ back their machines with full,

easily. fast service. Whatever your copying needs, Océ offer
| The Océ 1900 Series was designed with a unique toner a full range to meet those needs exactly.

transfer system, a polyester master belt, very short paper -

paths for copies and originals, and the latest in 'k o

microprocessor control for exceptionally reliable copying. L 'ta to cel

You don’t even have to add toner —we do that for you. Océ- Hagemeyer (Hong Kong) Limited

That’s Océ technology. ) Room 1303/5, Hang Lung Centre, 13th Floor,

Add a teally hard-working member to your team— choose Paterson Street, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.

the Océ 1900. Tel: 5776064

Outstanding technology for outstanding copies




|  The people you find sitting in Marco Polo Class’
collectively control a surprising amount
of the world’s international business. We’re pleased
that our superb seat has influenced them.

The two by two configuration and extra O
legroom, 30 kilo luggage allowance on ("7"

most routes and excellent selection

of wine and fine food are some — T

Q
more reasons they choose to fly 5 |

Cathay Pacific.
You can depend on us.
* On all 747 routes The Swire Group §>






